Maximum Reported Recovery Times for Spermatozoa Collected

from Body Cavities in Living Sexual Assault Victims
Vagina Cervix Mouth Rectum Anus

Motile Sperm 6-28 hours | 3-7.5days | -------- | --mmmmmoe- | oomeee-

Non-Motile 14 hours to 7.5-19

Sperm 10 days days 2-31 hours | 4-113 hours | 2-44 hours

Bibliography: Sperm Recovery from Sexual Assault Victims [1-17]

1. Allard, J.E., The collection of data from findings in cases of sexual assault and the significance of
spermatozoa on vaginal, anal and oral swabs. Sci Justice, 1997. 37(2): p. 99-108.

2. Baechtel, F., The identification and individualization of semen stains. Forensic Science Handbook,
1988. 2: p. 347-349.

3. Collins, K.A., et al., Identification of sperm and non-sperm male cells in cervicovaginal smears
using fluorescence in situ hybridization: applications in alleged sexual assault cases. J Forensic
Sci, 1994. 39(6): p. 1347-55.

4. Keatings, S.M. and J.E. Allard, what's in a name? Medical samples and scientific evidence in
sexual assaults. Med. Sci. Law, 1994. 43: p. 187-201.

S. Roa, P.N., et al., Identification of male epithelial cells in routine postcoital cervicovaginal smears
using fluorescence in situ hybridization. Application in sexual assault and molestation. Am J Clin
Pathol, 1995. 104(1): p. 32-5.

0. Silverman, E.F., Persistence of spermatozoa in the lower genital tracts of women. Am. J. Clin.
Pathol, 1977. 68: p. 107.

7. Morrison, A.lL., Persistence of spermatozoa in the vagina and cervix. Br J Vener Dis, 1972. 48(2):
p. 141-3.

8. Davies, A., E.M. Wilson, and A.G. Silverman, The persistence of seminal constituents in the

human vagina. J. For. Sci., 1974. 3: p. 45-55.

9. Davies, A., Discussion of Spermatozoa in the anal canal and rectum and in the oral cavity of
female rape victims. J. For. Sci., 1979. 24: p. 541-542.

10. Enos, W.F. and J.D. Beyers, Spermatozoa in the anal canal and rectum and in the oral cavity of
female rape victims. J. For. Sci., 1979. 23: p. 231-233.

11. Pollak, O.J., Semen and seminal fluids. Arch. Pathol, 1943. 35: p. 140-187.

12. Sharpe, N., The significance of spermatozoa in victims of sexual offenses. Can. Med. Assoc, 1963.
89: p. 513-514.
13. Rupp, J.C., Sperm survival and prostatic acid phosphatase activity in victims of sexual assault. J

Forensic Sci, 1969. 14(2): p. 177-83.

14. Wallace-Haagens, M.J., B.J. Duffy, and H.R. Holtrop, Recovery of spermatozoa from human
vaginal washings. Fertil Steril., 1975. 26: p. 175-179.

15. Perloff, W., Steinberger:in vivo survival of spermatzoa in cervical mucous. Am J Obstet Gynecol,
1964. 88: p. 439-442.

16. Dahlke, M.B., et al., Identification of semen in 500 patients seen because of rape. Am. J. Clin.
Pathol, 1977. 68: p. 740-746.

17. Willot, G.M. and J.E. Allard, Spermatozoa-their persistence after sexual intercourse. For. Sci. Int,
1982. 19: p. 135-154.



	Anus
	Motile Sperm
	Non-Motile Sperm
	14 hours to 10 days
	7.5-19 days
	2-31 hours
	4-113 hours
	2-44 hours

	Rectum
	Mouth
	Cervix
	Vagina
	Bibliography: Sperm Recovery from Sexual Assault Victims [1-17]

